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Brief Course Description

In the course ENG3203 Discourse Analysis, we have learnt that critical discourse analysis
(CDA) connects language and social context, demystifying power at play and hidden
ideologies in discourses. However, amongst various CDA approaches, how should we select
the appropriate one to refine our analysis, making it more critical and focused? In addition,
how can we apply CDA approaches to media genres, which have been gaining increasing
importance in our daily life? This course aims to answer these questions by equipping
students with the knowledge and skills for conducting critical analyses in different ways. We
will explore issues such as the identity work of Instagram influencers, the (de)legitimation of
political leaders and policies, and the discursive representation of marginalized groups (e.g.,
refugees and migrants) in online commentaries.

Aims

1. To understand how social actors discursively represent themselves and others in
media texts

2. To understand how media texts help construct and (de)legitimate identities

3. To be able to analyse sociocultural and sociopolitical issues by using different CDA
approaches

Learning Outcomes

On completion of the course, students will be able to:

1. ldentify the mediated role of language between text and society (LO1)

2. Analyse media discourses using different CDA approaches (LO2)

3. Discuss how ingroups and outgroups are discursively represented in various
sociocultural and sociopolitical issues (LO3)

4. Discuss how identities are discursively (de)legitimated in different sociocultural and
sociopolitical issues (LO4)

5. Propose how to reduce social stigma and marginalisation in online contexts (LO5)



Indicative Contents

This course will introduce students to several widely used CDA approaches, including
Wodak’s (2001) Discourse Historical Approach and Van Leeuwen’s (2007) Legitimation
Framework, when analysing media texts. We will explore a number of traditional media and
social media genres and features, such as news articles, online commentaries, and blogs.

Online participatory culture and discursive positioning
The influencer phenomenon

Discourse Historical Approach
Legitimation Framework

Proximisation theories

Discursive construction of social categories
\oices of Self- and Other-Identification
Co-construction of expertise

Discursive illusion

(De)legitimation and manipulation
Doxxing and trolling as discursive actions

Teaching Method

The course will consist of a lecture in which the key concepts and skills are introduced and a
one-hour tutorial in which the students apply the concepts and skills to analyse texts (LO1,
LO2, LO3). In class, students will have the opportunity to work both individually and in
groups as well as give feedback to their peers. Whereas individual tasks (LO2, LO3, LO4)
enable students to think critically and work independently, group tasks (LO3, LO4, LO5)
allow students to exchange ideas and work together to tackle more complex problems,
leading to deeper learning.

Measurement of Learning Outcomes

Short paper: Students will be asked to complete a written analysis based on the topic of their
choosing and identify linguistic features as specified on the guidelines. This assessment will
measure the extent to which students understand and can apply concepts for the purpose of
the analysis and critique of texts. (LO1)

Individual presentation 1: Students will be asked to focus on social actors or issues and
present their findings regarding the discursive representation of identities. This assessment
will measure the extent to which students can demonstrate their knowledge and analytical
abilities. (LO2, LO3)

Individual presentation 2: Students will be asked to focus on social actors or issues and
present their findings regarding the use of (de)legitimation strategies. This assessment will
measure the extent to which students can demonstrate their knowledge and analytical
abilities. (LO2, LO4)

Final term paper: Students will be asked to identify a social issue and establish a research
topic. They will analyse the relevant discourses using the concepts and approaches learnt.
This assessment will measure the extent to which students understand concepts and can



critically engage with texts by demonstrating knowledge of their structure, functions, and
meanings. (LO2, LO3, LO4, LO5).

Assessment

Continuous assessment: 100%
- Short paper (20%)
- Individual presentations (20% + 20%)
- Final term paper (40%)
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Important Notes:

1)
()

(3)
(4)

Students are expected to spend a total of 9 hours (i.e. 3 hours of class contact and 6 hours
of personal study) per week to achieve the course learning outcomes.

Students shall be aware of the University regulations about dishonest practice in course
work, tests and examinations, and the possible consequences as stipulated in the
Regulations Governing University Examinations. In particular, plagiarism, being a kind
of dishonest practice, is “the presentation of another person’s work without proper
acknowledgement of the source, including exact phrases, or summarised ideas, or even
footnotes/citations, whether protected by copyright or not, as the student’s own work”.
Students are required to strictly follow university regulations governing academic
integrity and honesty.

Students are required to submit writing assignment(s) using Turnitin.

To enhance students’ understanding of plagiarism, a mini-course “Online Tutorial on
Plagiarism Awareness” is available on https://pla.In.edu.hk/.



https://pla.ln.edu.hk/

