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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 科目簡介 

 

COURSES FOR 4-YEAR UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES 

 

LCC1010  Practical Chinese I (3 credits) 

(Language of Instruction: Putonghua) 

This course is designed to develop students’ oral communication skills in Putonghua 

through intensive practice focusing on (1) training in the standard pronunciation of 

Putonghua via reading masterpieces in Chinese prose and poetry; (2) correction of specific 

articulation problems for Cantonese speakers; and (3) oral and written communication 

practice in a wide variety of communication situations.  This course equips students with 

basic knowledge for taking the Chinese Communicative Competency Test the Written 

Chinese Proficiency Test and the national Putonghua Proficiency Test (PSC). 

 

LCC1601  Chinese as a Second Language I (3 credits) 

(Note: For beginners only) 

(Language of Instruction: English and Putonghua) 

This beginner course is for native English speakers or persons who use English as a 

medium language. The concept of the Chinese language will be made simple to arouse 

students’ interest and help them build confidence. The course is designed to enable 

students to lay a good foundation.  

 

Effective teaching methods will be applied to help students, during their preliminary stage, 

acquire the basic knowledge of the structure of Chinese characters and Chinese grammar, 

providing them with a solid foundation particularly in the areas of Hanyu-Pinyin (Chinese 

Romanisation System), Chinese characters, vocabulary and fundamental sentence 

structure, and simple conversation. 

 

LCC1602  Chinese as a Second Language II (3 credits) 

(Prerequisite: LCC1601 Chinese as a Second Language I or equivalent) 

(Language of Instruction: English and Putonghua) 

This course is designed for students who have completed LCC111/LCC1601 or its 

equivalent and who are native English speakers or persons who use English as a medium 

language.  Students of this course will learn to: 

1. use Hanyu-pinyin (Chinese Romanization system) skillfully; 

2. recognize, read and write Chinese characters; and 

3. apply sentences of basic patterns and new words to daily conversations. 

 

Effective teaching approaches will be applied to motivate and interest students to enhance 

their language proficiency.  Besides strengthening oral language training, students will 

also recognize and write a required number of Chinese characters. 

 

LCC1603  Chinese as a Second Language III (3 credits) 

(Prerequisite: LCC1602 Chinese as a Second Language II or its equivalent.) 

(Language of Instruction: English and Putonghua) 

This course is designed for students who have completed LCC112/LCC1602 or its 

equivalent and who are native English speakers or persons who use English as a medium 

language.  This course will: 

1. encourage students to learn more Chinese characters; 

2. strengthen students’ skills in listening, speaking and reading; 

3. enhance students’ grammatical knowledge with an emphasis on the similarities and 

differences between Chinese grammar and English grammar; and 

4. introduce Chinese culture and customs. 
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These will help students lay a solid foundation of oral and written language abilities.   

 

LCC1604 Chinese as a Second Language IV (3 credits) 

(Prerequisite: LCC1603 Chinese as a Second Language III or its equivalent.) 

(Language of Instruction: English and Putonghua) 

This course is designed for students who have completed LCC113/LCC1603 or its 

equivalent and who are native English speakers or persons who use English as a medium 

language.  This course will: 

1. strengthen the training of students’ listening, speaking, and reading skills; 

2. enhance students’ ability to recognize and write Chinese characters;  

3. increase students’ vocabulary of idioms of a historical origin, and daily idiomatic 

expressions; 

4. introduce the general conditions of contemporary China in addition to Chinese 

culture and customs. 

 

The oral Chinese competence of students will be upgraded to a practical level so that they 

can recognize and read Chinese characters to meet their needs in daily life. The course will 

also prepare students for further studies and employment. 

 

LCC1810  Cantonese (Instructional Language: Chinese) (non credit-bearing) 

(Restriction(s): This course is available to non-native Cantonese only.) 

(Language of Instruction: Cantonese and Putonghua) 

This course is designed to teach non-native Cantonese Chinese students the Cantonese 

dialect.  It aims to provide students with the basic knowledge of the phonetic system of 

Cantonese; to help students understand the basic differences between Putonghua and 

Cantonese in pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar; and to train students to 

communicate with others on daily life topics.  The mode of tuition is mainly classroom 

lectures, supplemented by group conversation practice.  Canton-pop songs will be used 

where appropriate. 

 

LCC1820  Cantonese for International Students (Beginner Level)  

 (non credit-bearing) 
(Restriction(s): This course is available to international students.) 

(Language of Instruction: English) 

This is a non credit-bearing basic Cantonese course for international students who are 

native English speakers or comfortable with English as a medium language.  As a 

beginner course of Cantonese, it aims to provide students with an enjoyable, stimulating 

and interactive learning experience by creating opportunities for them to learn the 

common colloquial expressions of Cantonese, to discover Hong Kong culture and daily 

life, and to practice using the language via singing, watching films and TV plays. 

 

LCC2010  Practical Chinese II (3 credits) 

(Prerequisite: Completion of LCC1010 Practical Chinese I or its equivalent) 

(Language of Instruction: Putonghua) 

This course is designed to further improve their Putonghua, listening and speaking skills 

and at the same time, strengthens their reading and writing skills in standard written 

Chinese through critical reading, writing and editing process. Specifically, they will study 

reading and writing of simplified Chinese characters, analyze the basic sentence structure 

of Chinese, increase idiom vocabulary and enhance oral ability by speaking Putonghua 

and listening to peers speak Putonghua with various social-cultural themes. Finally, 

students who satisfactorily complete this course will be better prepared to take Chinese 

Communicative Competency Test: the Written Chinese Proficiency Test and the national 

Putonghua Proficiency Test (PSC). 
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LCC2210  Advanced Practical Chinese: Putonghua Pronunciation and the Writing  

  of Government Documents (3 credits)  
(Prerequisite: Completion of LCC2010 Practical Chinese II or its equivalent) 

(Language of Instruction: Putonghua) 

This course is designed for students who have successfully completed the 

LCC101/LCC1010, LCC102/LCC2010 and/or attained an equivalent standard. It is 

designed to reinforce students’ Putonghua oral and writing skills via phonetic analyses, 

introduction of difficult words pronunciation, article reading, speaking practice and 

government documents writing. This course also helps to prepare students for sitting the 

national Putonghua Proficiency Test (PSC) and Written Chinese Proficiency Test. 

 

LCC2220  Advanced Practical Chinese: Vocabulary, Grammar, and Business  

  Writing (3 credits)  
(Prerequisite: Completion of LCC2010 Practical Chinese II or its equivalent) 

(Language of Instruction: Putonghua) 

This is 3-credit and one-term elective course. It is designed for students who have 

successfully completed LCC101/LCC1010 Practical Chinese I and LCC102/LCC2010 

Practical Chinese II and who wish to study an upgraded Chinese course. Students elect 

this course which will improve them with acquiring standard Chinese vocabulary and 

grammar in three areas: 

1. Through strengthening listening, speaking, reading and writing skills, the students 

will acquire modern Chinese words of daily use (including spoken vocabulary) and 

grammatical usages, enabling them to use the standard modern Chinese in both 

written and spoken varieties, with less and less interference by Cantonese; 

2. How to write commercial documents will be taught, familiarizing students with their 

varieties; 

3. Reading skills of this course also help prepare students with sitting the national 

Putonghua Proficiency Test (PSC). This includes 20 test-texts (10 for intensive 

reading and 10 for electives). 

 

 

LCC2230  Putonghua Advanced Communication Skills (3 credit) 

(Prerequisite: Completion of LCC2010 Practical Chinese II or its equivalent) 

(Language of Instruction: Putonghua) 

This course provides training in Putonghua advanced conversation techniques and 

communication ability.  The aims are for students to experience four different areas of 

language training: 
a) Listening as a foundation of conversation; 

b) Fundamental conversation, consisting of pronunciation, intonation, organizing genres 

and presentation structures; 

c) Body language, consisting of appearance, facial expression, posture and gesture; and,  

d) Expression, consisting of reporting, depicting, and commentating.  

 

This course will also prepare students for the oral communication aspect in the national 

Putonghua Proficiency Test (PSC). 

 

LCC2240  Enhancing Putonghua Proficiency Skills 普通話水平提昇課程  

  (1 credit) 

(Language of Instruction: Putonghua) 

The main teaching materials of this course are the items to be tested in national Putonghua 

Proficiency Test (Oral Chinese Communicative Competency Test).  The course is 

intended to help students master the Putonghua pronunciation of a required number of 

monosyllabic and polysyllabic words, enhance their recitation skills by reading the 

designated 60 articles in the “Putonghua Proficiency Test”, and strengthen their speaking 
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skills by focusing on 30 speech topics in the Putonghua Proficiency Test.  This course not 

only prepares students for the national Putonghua Proficiency Test but also 

comprehensively enhances their Putonghua proficiency. 
 

LCC3210 Advanced Chinese Communication: Reading and Oral Expression  

 (3 credits) 

(Language of Instruction: Putonghua) 

This course is for those approved for not taking LCC101/LCC1010 Practical Chinese I but 

need to further their knowledge and skills in Chinese reading techniques and oral 

presentation skills for academic and work purposes. The course aims to achieve the 

learning outcomes by reading and discussing selected Chinese articles, and analyzing and 

debating on selected multi-media materials from a variety of themed materials. 

 


