Citation for Prof Jao Tsung-i
Your Excellency,

Professor Jao Tsung-I is a distinguished scholar, whose works range from history to
geography, from linguistics to paleography and from art and literary criticism to musicology. As a
master of Chinese classical studies, his publications have received scholarly attention throughout the
world for the last five decades. His research interests range over the entire span of China's cultural
past, from neolithic times to the more recent past. If one had to single out a few key contributions
from Professor Jao's several hundred articles and more than fifty books and collections, one might
start with his early work on the Chuci, on the Ci poetry of the Tang and Song dynasties, on the
Wenxin diaolong, and his work on the Chaozhou community in Guangdong. But one would have to
continue with a much longer list of works of genuine academic distinction.

Professor Jao's foremost interest in the origins and development of Chinese culture led him to
devote an important part of his scholarly work to the jiaguwen, the celebrated oracle bones from the
Yin dynasty. His numerous contributions in this field have been much admired by several
generations of scholars and remain to this day as significant sources for the study of early Chinese
history. Professor Jao's expertise in archeology and his great concern for recently excavated
~ materials are also seen through his widely admired work on the manuscripts and paintings from the
Buddhist caves in Dunhuang.

In pursuit of these studies, he travelled extensively in the fifties and the sixties and compiled
detailed accounts of the major collections of oracle bones and Dunhuang manuscripts in Europe and
Japan. He made contact with European and Japanese sinologists and became a regular participant in
international conferences. He was awarded the Stanislas Julien prize by the Collége de France in
1962. In the course of his Buddhist studies he also travelled widely in India and Southeast Asia.

When Professor Jao retired from The Chinese University of Hong Kong in 1978, it is clear
that he saw his retirement as an excellent opportunity to increase the flow of his learned publications
and to continue to teach advanced courses in a number of leading institutions in China, Europe and
Japan. Between 1978 and 1980 he taught advanced courses in the history of Chinese religions as a
Visiting Professor, first in Paris and then in Kyoto. Whilst in Paris, he was made an honorary
member of the French Société Asiatique. After the award of his first honorary Doctorate by the
University of Hong Kong in 1982, he was appointed as an honorary professor, both by the University
of Hong Kong and The Chinese University of Hong Kong and was able to make a significant
contribution to postgraduate studies in both institutions. He was also appointed to honorary chairs in
Fudan and Zhongshan universities as well as in the Guangdong Fine Arts Institute and the Beijing
Broadcasting Institute, Then, in 1993, Professor Jao was awarded his second honorary Doctorate of
Letters, this time in Paris by the Sorbonne's Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes on the occasion of the
120th Anniversary of that institution. At the same time, the French Ministry of Culture gave him an
award in recognition of his outstanding artistic accomplishments.

In addition to being a highly productive and wide-ranging scholar and teacher, Professor Jao
is an accomplished calligrapher, painter, poet and essayist. As a painter he exhibits regularly and his
work is much in demand not only in Hong Kong but also in Japan and other Asian countries. As a
calligrapher his reputation is virtually unrivalled in Hong Kong. This College is fortunate in having a

number of his calligraphic works, each of them composed and written for us.
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Your Excellency, I have much pleasure in presenting to you Professor Jao Tsung-I, a most
distinguished scholar over a wide range of Chinese studies, who is also an outstanding calligrapher,
painter, poet and essayist, for the award of the degree of Doctor of Humanities, honoris causa.
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