Twenty-Eighth Graduation Ceremony of Lingnan College
Conferment of the Degree of Doctor of Laws honoris causa
A Citation

Mr Kwok Man-cho
Mr Visitor,

Mr Kwok Man-cho is a pragmatic and open-minded entrepreneur with strong Hong Kong roots.
A man of great vision, he has a strong sense of commitment to education and public service.

Descended from a prominent family in Zhongshan, Guangdong, Mr Kwok was born in Hong
Kong in 1925. He attended Queen’s College in 1936 and in 1941, when Hong Kong fell into the hands
of the Japanese troops, left for the northern part of Guangdong to continue his secondary schooling. He
then enrolled in the Department of Economics at Lingnan University where he received a bachelor’s
degree in 1948. After graduation, Mr Kwok went to Columbia University in the USA for further
studies, obtaining his master’s degree in 1951.

Mr Kwok returned to Hong Kong after World War II, at a time when all business languished.
At the beginning of the 1950’s, the Wing On Life Assurance Co Ltd was greatly in need of capable
personnel for growth and development, and Mr Kwok at the young age of 26 gladly took over the task.
His capability, acumen, professionalism and leadership played an important role in the undertaking.
He endeavoured to effect reforms in administration and management, and at the same time drew on his
expertise of contemporary marketing strategies to promote the business. His resourcefulness and vision
provided a major engine for the company’s growth to prominence — the company upgraded its image,
scoring outstanding achievements at a time of instability.

The entrepreneurs in Hong Kong are renowned for their vigor, fortitude and forward thinking.
These qualities have been well reflected in the continued exertions made by Mr Kwok during his forty
years of business endeavour.

At the turn of the 1960’s, following the rapid progress in Hong Kong, trade and business
blossomed. The phenomenon was a potent attraction to many foreign investors who flocked here
wanting a share of wealth and prosperity. During the period, Mr Kwok sought to enhance the
profession in which he had been engaged. He spared no pains to expand the existing business and
further explored new developments. His efforts soon bore fruit, cultivating a more solid foundation on
which his company would make yet more substantial progress.

For more than four decades, Mr Kwok, as a man of inflexible will, has been a shining example for
the Chinese entrepreneurs in Hong Kong. During the early 1970’s, enterprises grew in astonishing
diversity. Following this expansion, Mr Kwok joined hands with the third generation of the Kwok
family, and took innovative measures for the family business. In 1972, the Wing On Life Assurance Co,
Ltd was restructured as The Wing On Life Assurance (Holdings) Ltd, which after amalgamation with

“all other affiliated Wing On businesses in 1973, was renamed The Wing On (Holdings) Ltd that we

know today. Mr Kwok has served as Chairman and Managing Director of the Wing On Life Assurance
Co Ltd, Managing Director of the Wing On (Holdings) Ltd, and Director of the affiliated firms.

The valuable contribution Mr Kwokhas made to the promotion and development of the insurance
business in Hong Kong has earned him great respect from the profession. He has been elected and re-
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elected Chairman of the Life Assurance Association of Hong Kong. His remarkable achievements are
praiseworthy, but more important are the tireless efforts and determination harboured in his pioneering
spirit, which serves as a model for all the Chinese enterprises in Hong Kong after World War II.

Even more commendable was Mr Kwok’s active participation in social and religious activities as
in other public services. He has been President of the Kwok’s Clansmen Association, and a Member of
the Consultative Committee for the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. He is
now Chairman of the Council of YMCAS of Hong Kong and Council Member of the Chinese YMCA.
Since 1995, as President of the YMCA, he has been providing steady support to the continual
development of the organisation.

In addition, imbued with deep Christian values, Mr Kwok has taken up various responsibilities in
Christian schools. He is Chairman of the Council of both True Light Middle School of Hong Kong and
Hong Kong True Light College, past Chairman and current Director of the Council of the Chinese
YMCA College, and Director of the Council of both the Chinese YMCA Secondary School and
YMCA College of Careers. In all these tasks, Mr Kwok has been whole-heartedly dedicated to the
promotion of the local education, bearing heavy responsibilities graciously. ‘

Mr Kwok, his wife and two elder brothers all received a Lingnan education, fostering in them a
deep feeling towards the alma mater. Soon after his return from the USA, he joined the Lingnan
University Alumni Association, and for more than four decades, showed great affection for and
provided dedicated service to Lingnan. By the end of the 1960’s, when Hong Kong’s economic
development was still at its fledgling stage, Mr Kwok and his fellow schoolmates founded Lingnan
College, with the ultimate aim to continue the educational mission of Lingnan University. Mr Kwok
has since served as Chairman of both the Lingnan University Alumni Association of Hong Kong and
the Lingnan Club, Supervisor of Lingnan Middle School and Lingnan College, and Director of Lingnan
Education Organization. The significant contribution he has made to the development of Lingnan
College is testament to his commitment and perseverance. He has been the Founding Vice-Chairman
(1967) and Member (1967-1992) of the College’s Board of Directors, Member of its Board of
Governors and the Council (1992 to present). In 1978, in his capacity as Supervisor, Mr Kwok
tendered an application together with the then President to the Education Department for Lingnan’s
registration as a recognised post-secondary institute. The application was successful and the College
gained for the first time financial assistance from the government, which not only lessened the
College’s financial burden but enhanced its appeal for student enrollment. From 1983 to 1992, Mr
Kwok served as Vice-Chairman of the College’s Board of Governors, giving full support to the then
Chairman Mr Tong Tin-sun in the College’s attempt to overcome various obstacles, which finally
resulted in the College’s change of status to a degree-conferring institution. Since then, he has taken up
such posts as Vice-Chairman of the College’s Staffing Committee and Member of its Fund-raising
Committee. His endeavours have made possible the realisation in the 1990s of the dream of Lingnan
attaining university title in Hong Kong. '

During his lifelong service, Mr Kwok has been a man of exemplary industry devoted to a noble
cause, embodying the Lingnan spirit of integrity and loyalty. Not only does he demonstrate great
entrepreneurship in his career, he also seeks to serve the community in all possible ways and is
unswervingly dedicated to educational services.

Mr Visitor, for the accomplishments he has attained in his career and the outstanding contribution
he has made towards the advancement of Hong Kong society, may I present Mr Kwok Man-cho for the
award of the Doctor of Laws honoris causa.
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