Professor Inga-Stina Ewbank
Doctor of Laws honoris causa
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Despite the omnipresence of statistics today, no one here, I am sure, can answer the following question:
“How many committees are there in Hong Kong’s universities?” But the correct answer will immediately flash
across everybody’s mind - at least across the minds of those who are associated with local universities - if a
slightly different question is asked: “Which committee in Hong Kong is the most vital, literally and
metaphorically, to Hong Kong’s universities?” '

As all of us here know, the correct answer consists of three simple letters: U, G, C, which, when combined,
become the abbreviation for the name of the most important committee to Hong Kong academics. Thereason is
as simple as the abbreviation: to the UGC (University Grants Committee) is owed eight local tertiary institutions’
breath of life.

At Lingnan’s first congregation following its achievement of university status, the mention of the UGC is
especially appropriate, for this achievement marks the successful culmination of years of hard work on the part of
both the Lingnan community and the UGC. In Professor Inga-Stina Ewbank, we see the UGC spirit bodied
forth in most cogent terms.

As a member of the UGC from 1 September 1982 to 31 March 1997, Professor Ewbank played a
significant role in the development of higher education in Hong Kong.  To appreciate what a UGC member did
during those years, one does not have to go through a detailed curriculum vitae; one has only to remember that,
during this period, the number of UGC-funded institutions in Hong Kong increased from two to eight. The
phrase “increased from two to eight” is made up of only five words, but to make it become a reality, a huge
amount of work must have been done and thousands of hours spent by the UGC members.  Like members of the
tertiary institutions which were aspiring to become universities, racing against time in preparing for exercises like
the Teaching and Learning Quality Process Review, the Management Review, and the Institutional Review,
members of the UGC must have been “tyrannized” by an equally hectic schedule, for it is common knowledge
that before an interview, the interviewer is no less busy than the interviewee.

In her capacity as a UGC member, Professor Ewbank also served on the Institutional Development
Committee, the Quality Sub-Committee, and the Teaching and Learmning Sub-Committee, all closely related to the
most important aspects of higher education in Hong Kong, namely, teaching, leamning, and research. However, it
was in her capacity as a member and later chairman of the Lingnan College Sub-Committee under the UGC (the
then UPGC) from 1989 to 1994 that Professor Ewbank endeared herself most warmly to the Lingnan community.
During those five years, her hard work and dedication went far towards transforming Lingnan from a diploma-
awarding to a degree-awarding tertiary institution, and helped to lay solid foundations for the years ahead, when
the College had to rise to the challenge of going through the Institutional Review and, eventually, becoming a
liberal arts university.

While Professor Ewbank’s contribution to higher education in Hong Kong was largely made within some
15 years, her other achievements as an educationist, teacher, and scholar span a much longer period. ~ After
receiving her BA from Carleton College (USA), her Fil Kand from the University of Gothenburg, her MA from
the University of Sheffield, and her PhD from the University of Liverpool, she was appointed to teaching
positions in various universities, including some of the most prestigious in the world. ~ She was Hildred Carlile
Professor of English at Bedford College, University of London, from 1974 to 1984, Visiting Associate Professor
at Northwestern University in 1966, Visiting Professor at Harvard University in 1974, at the University of
Maryland in 1981, at Georgetown University in 1982, and at Columbia University in 1984 and 1987. Since
1985, she has been Professor of English Literature at the University of Leeds and since 1997 Emeritus Professor.
She was elected member of the Norwegian Academy of Science and Arts in 1991 and made an Honorary Doctor
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of Philosophy by the University of Oslo in 1997.

Professor Ewbank’s publication record is impressive. ~ After an early book on the Brontés (Their Proper
Sphere, 1966) her main field of research and publication has been drama: Shakespeare and Elizabethan drama and
theatre on the one hand, and Scandinavian drama, on the other. A large number of critical essays and studies in
these areas include two co-edited volumes: Shakespeare’s Styles (1980) and The Arts of Performance in
Elizabethan Drama (1991).  Translating plays by Ibsen and Strindberg for performance by the National Theatre,
the Royal Shakespeare Company, and others has led to the publication of texts and also to a growing interest in
translation as linguistic and cultural transmission of literary texts. The most recent outcome of this is a co-edited
volume, Anglo-Scandimavian Cross-Currents (1999).

Mr Chairman, for her contribution to higher education, for her distinction as a teacher, for her achievements
as a scholar in more areas than one, and, above all, for the invaluable work she has done for Lingnan dwing the
past years, may I present Professor Inga-Stina Ewbank to you for the award of the degree of Doctor of Laws
honoris causa.
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