Mr Patrick Wu Po-kong
Address
Mr Chairman, President Edward Chen, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of all four honorees, I wish to express our heartfelt thanks to the Court, the Council, the
President, and all the staff and students of Lingnan for the honour that has been bestowed on us. 1
myself feel doubly honoured, since I have been asked to address the congregation on behalf of the four
honorees on this glorious occasion.

When I was first approached to be a speaker on this occasion, I asked myself why I was chosen to
represent this year's group of honorees. I have never been known to be an eloquent speaker, perhaps
not even a competent one. Neither do I have the intellectual wisdom of Professor Patrick; I lack the
courage and resilience of Dr Lee; nor do I have the dedication to the unification of China which Dr
Wong has shown. Ihave been chosen, I believe, because of my life long association with Lingnan.

Indeed, I will not deny that, for over half a century, I have been closely associated with Lingnan.

When I was a child, Lingnan was a name of the place I went everyday for my basic education.
When I grew older, Lingnan was already a well-known name associated with quality education. For
the past quarter of a century, I have been actively associated with Lingnan's planning, management and
development.

In all these years, many components that make up Lingnan have changed and - in my opinion - all
for the better. It has moved from a small site with a few dilapidated buildings squeezed between steep
hilly slopes on Stubbs Road to a modern tailor-made well-equipped campus. With funding from the
University Grants Committee (UGC), at per capita level comparable to the best in the region if not the
world, it has soon attained the highest academic and management standards and has been re-constituted
as an autonomous degree granting institution,

Among all these new developments, two key elements have remained unchanged: Lingnan's
mission and the loyalty of its alumni. The provision of quality education and education for the whole
person has always been and will continue to be the mission of the university. The loyalty and support
of our alumni to the development of Lingnan perhaps need no elaboration here. In all these years,
alumni, young and old, with different backgrounds, holding diverse positions in Hong Kong, China and
overseas, have enthusiastically contributed in wide-ranging ways to the development of Lingnan. This
is particularly meaningful in the pre-UGC funding era when resources were scarce.

Lingnan alumni will never forget the timely, generous and substantial donations made by a few
individuals when Lingnan faced major financial crisis on more than one occasion. Immediately after
World War II, when resources of all kinds were scarce in Hong Kong, an alumnus took over full
financial responsibility for the mortgage repayment on the Stubbs Road site so that Lingnan could
continue to operate a school without being evicted. Without this gallant gesture, Lingnan would have
lost its home base 55 years ago, and would scarcely have been in a position to exchange for the
beautiful Tuen Mun campus, where it is situated today. On another occasion, an alumnus donated
what is today’s worth would have been HK$5 million to cover the staff payroll, thus sparing the college
from embarrassment of an ugly labour dispute and its students from likely disruption to their education.
Some years later, to ensure that Lingnan would be well prepared for assessment for official recognition
and be eligible for UGC funding, another alumnus used his own funds to commission a top-flight team
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of academics from overseas to organize an internal assessment exercise. The love of these alumni for
Lingnan and their concern for education are indelible chapters in the Lingnan legacy. The high spirit
and the contributions of our alumni have always been the envy of many institutions. There is no doubt
that without the long tradition of Lingnan, and the contributions of its alumni in all these years, Lingnan
would not occupy the position it does today.

With the rapid pace of development in the world towards a global community, the result of
unimaginable innovations, developments in information technology, and convenience in air travel,
education, banking (my own profession), communication, and practically all kinds of human activities
have to change if their noble missions are to be achieved. As a result, there is scarcely an area of
human activity that has not been revolutionized by the radical changes in the last generation. It is now
obvious that in the 21st century, continuing improvement is essential for survival and creative
innovation is crucial for progress,

It is most gratifying to note that Lingnan with its solid foundation built on long and hallowed
traditions has taken an approach that is in line if not ahead of current trends in education and human
development. When our students study and learn within the bounds of the campus, they enjoy easy
access to all kinds of information in the library, through the world wide web, and under the intellectual
guidance of teachers who put them in touch with developments all over the world. While the logo of
the university reminds us that Lingnan has it origin and base in the Pearl River Delta and profiles of
students show that almost all our students are from Hong Kong, newly established exchange activities,
in the form of visits, seminars, lectures, and other forms of international cooperation, have brought our
faculty and students in direct contact with peers from other cultures.

Lingnan is now a Hong Kong-based institution with an international commitment and outlook.
The breadth of Lingnan's perspective is well reflected by the achievements of my fellow honorees.
From Professor Patrick, I have learned that beyond economic and financial analyses, studies of and
respect for other cultures can enhance healthier and more productive developments in international
trade and commerce. Dr Wong has demonstrated to us that effective linkages among people of the
same ethnicity can contribute constructively towards the noble mission of uniting people with opposing
political views under one nation. Dr Lee shows us that beyond all the knowledge that is documented
by various academic and professional disciplines, human curiosity, courage and resilience can prompt
an individual to venture into remote and unexplored territories and encounter new phenomena and new
ways of thinking beyond our imaginings. Their achievements remind me once again that progress in
human civilization crucially depends on seeking out harmony in diversity. My fellow honorees have
made outstanding contributions in bridging gaps between cultural, political and intellectual diversities.
It is gratifying to note that in the development of Lingnan, among all those who are involved under the
long traditions of Lingnan, despite the disparity in our views, we have been able to attain a constructive
harmony and we have come up with a system and an approach that will lead us to progress even further
in the 21st century. I am proud to be associated with this process.

Mr Chairman, President Chen, the degree that has been bestowed on me is more than just an
honour. Tt has prompted me to think more about and come to a better understanding of the true
meaning of total education. Fora banker, this intellectual process is a rarity and a luxury. In my life,
I cannot say that I have achieved academic excellence. Indeed, if you ask me, I am not a particularly
well educated person. Yet standing here today, I feel truly part of an intellectual community whose
combined values, traditions, wisdom and achievements reflect the real quality of a total education, an
education that it is our privilege to transmit to future generations.
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