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Doctor of Laws honoris causa

Citation

Dr. Wong Bing-lai was born in 1917, into a traditional Chinese family in Toishan. He
has been a filial son following his father’s advice and example, and has a close attachment to
his ancestral home and to his home country. From humble beginnings he worked hard to
achieve professional and business success and has dedicated much of his life to helping others
and encouraging them to better themselves. Guided by Christian ethics and teachings from the
Bible “it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35), he is a cheerful giver, who
never considers the returns or rewards.

Although not baptised until 1956, Dr. Wong adopted and practised Christian principles
from his school days. For his secondary education he first attended St. Joseph’s College on
Hong Kong Island and later Diocesan Boys’ School in Kowloon. At the age of 18, driven by
a patriotic urge to serve his country, Dr. Wong gave up the opportunity to join his classmates
at the University of Hong Kong or study abroad and applied for direct entry to a civil
engineering degree course at Lingnan University in Guangzhou. ~As his family was not then
particularly well off, he worked to support himself while studying. Despite many
disruptions to his studies during the war years, Dr. Wong persevered and eventually
completed his degree in 1943 which laid the foundation for his later professional and business
success. He then went into the construction business working not only with building
contracting, property development and civil engineering projects, but also taking an active
role as director and later president of related construction associations. In addition, he has
been involved in other businesses as well as charitable organisations, having been a Director
of Hong Kong Telephone Company Limited, President of Lions Club of Victoria, and District
Governor and Regional Director of the Y’s Men’s Clubs in Hong Kong and South-East Asia
respectively.

Remembering always what his father had taught him, Dr. Wong has lived his life with a
firm belief in the principle of ‘Stronger body, stronger nation; better education, better people’.
This means that a single individual having a strong body and a sound education is not enough;
everyone should have the opportunity for this. For this reason, he has advocated,
encouraged and supported sports and public health projects to create strong bodies. At the
same time he has also promoted education. Education, according to Dr. Wong’s philosophy,
has two main aspects. It is a necessary condition to improve the quality of people, thereby
leading to a modernized nation. It is also a mutually respectful process, whereby equality
and faimess can be upheld between those helping and those being helped. He believes in
people helping themselves and sees education as a means to allow them to do this.



In accordance with these beliefs and following his father’s example, Dr. Wong has
played a very active role in sports from his early school days and participated widely in
voluntary work throughout his life. To name just some of the offices he has held, he has
been Chairman and President of the South China Athletic Association and has played a
leadership role in the Chinese Young Men’s Christian Association, serving for 38 years both
in Hong Kong and South East Asia. In the medical and welfare field, he is Chairman of
Project Concern Hong Kong and United Christian Nethersole Community Health Services
and serves on the Board of Directors of United Christian Hospital, the Haven of Hope
Hospital and Hong Kong Central Hospital. He has also been a trustee of many benevolent
and welfare organisations, such as Tung Wah Group of Hospitals and Po Leung Kuk. Not
only has Dr. Wong been dedicated in his commitment of time to this work, but he has also
given generously to support many different bodies, these include the Faculty of Medicine of
the University of Hong Kong and Queen Mary Hospital in the medical field. In the
educational sphere, many establishments have benefited from his considerable contributions,
including primary and secondary schools as well as Lingnan University in Hong Kong and
Lingnan College in Zhongshan University. True to his patriotic feelings and his attachment
to his ancestral home, Dr. Wong has donated substantially to his home village, for the building
of several primary and secondary schools, a museum, a medical school, a nurses training
school and a teachers training school. Dr. Wong says that he gives ‘within my best ability, to
build a better and more equal community’. Many people must be grateful for his generosity
which has given them opportunities to change their lives for the better.

In recognition of Dr. Wong’s life long pursuit of excellence in business and community
service especially in health, education and sports, Springfield College in Massachusetts,
United States of America conferred a Degree of Doctor of Humanics honoris causa on Dr.
Wong in 1995. '

Mr. Chairman, from the aforementioned we can see that Dr. Wong has made enormous
contributions to our community in terms of time, interest and resources. His efforts in
promoting health, sports, education, hospital and nursing services are most worthy. His
belief and action to promote self-help, equality and fairness through education are admirable.
His long history of association with Lingnan organisations, and his exceptional attachment to
Lingnan especially as one of the founders of Lingnan University in Hong Kong, deserve an
added recognition. Mr. Chairman, may I now present Dr. Wong Bing-lai to you for the
award of the degree of Doctor of Laws honoris causa.
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