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Mr Zhang Xinsheng, Vice Minister of Education of the People’s Republic of China and Chairman of the
Chinese National Commission for UNESCO, studied urban planning at the Graduate School of Design, Harvard
University, where he received his Master’s Degree with distinction. Previously, he had completed an Advanced
Management Program at the Harvard Business School. He was also a graduate of China Military Institute of Technology,
and of Zhejiang University, China.

Vice Minister Zhang’s unique and versatile educational background has imbued him with the quintessence of
both Eastern and Western traditions in education, and instilled resourcefulness, vision and a pragmatic work style in
his fascinating personality.

It is known to all that education plays a fundamental, pioneering and decisive role in China’s modernization
drive. As a core member of the Ministry of Education leadership, Vice Minister Zhang is in charge of educational
legislation and regulation, as well as international cooperation and exchanges in the field of education. With the
conviction that the rule of law in education is pivotal to the success of the Chinese strategies to rejuvenate the nation
through science and education and build up a prosperous nation by cultivating top-notch talents, he has participated
in the drafting of the laws badly needed in education reform. He was part of the driving force behind the promulgation
of the Law on the Promotion of Private Education and the Regulations on Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running
Schools, the first of its kind ever enacted for the national work on education in China. He personally led the drafting
of the Procedural Provisions for the Law on the Promotion of Private Education and headed the drafting of the
Procedural Provisions for the Regulations on Chinese-foreign Cooperation in Running Schools. For the time being,
he is organizing China’s new round of initiatives in educational legislation that calls for amending the Education
Law, the Compulsory Education Law and the Act on Academic Degrees, as well as the drafting of the School Law and
the Law on Educational Examination.

He attaches great importance to law, and sets even greater store by the popularization and enforcement of law.
He often goes down to localities and schools to make studies and investigations, solicit opinions from the grassroots
levels, consult experts and scholars, and see how education laws and regulations are implemented. He has demonstrated
superb leadership and practical acumen and contributed significantly to the enactment and enforcement of educational
laws and regulations in his country.

Vice Minister Zhang is also one of the leaders and advocates of cooperation and exchanges between China and
the rest of the world in the field of education. He believes that, based on its close links with the world community,
education in China can never make a giant stride forward without enhancing cooperation and exchanges with other
nations, and that only through those approaches can Chinese educators gain profound insights into the global trend in
education and continuously learn from other nations’ valuable experience as well as attracting fine international
education resources and scientific research results. With this belief in mind, the vice minister spares no effort in
establishing regular work mechanisms for bilateral and multilateral consultations between governments in order to
maintain stable, sustainable development in international exchanges in education. Under his leadership, the Ministry
of Education has accomplished a great deal in its pioneering efforts, such as mutual recognition of academic degrees
and credentials, Chinese-foreign cooperation in running schools in China, the China-US E-Language Learning System,
Forum on China-Africa Educational Cooperation, the Chinese-Foreign University Presidents Forum, cooperation
between leading Chinese and foreign universities, the teaching of Chinese as a second language for foreigners, regulating
on the commercial services for self-funded overseas studies, Sino-Russian and Sino-French and Sino-Japanese education
expositions and university presidents forums, establishment of Chinese schools in foreign countries, and promotion
for foreign students to study in China.




As president of the China Scholarship Council, Vice Minister Zhang also leads a program to deepen reform of
the system for dispatching students and scholars for studies and researches abroad, and endeavors to bring those
studying abroad back to serve the country. While devoting himself to expanding China’s educational cooperation and
exchanges with foreign countries, he relentlessly promotes such cooperation and exchanges between the Mainland
and Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan. Thanks to the unremitting efforts of the vice minister and his colleagues,
educational cooperation and exchanges with other countries have contributed vastly to the cause of education in
China.

Vice Minister Zhang is an eminent figure in the world arena. He is a member of the Executive Board of
UNESCO, vice president of the International University Sports Federation (FISU), and member of the China Council
for International Cooperation on Environment and Development (CCICED). As chairman of the 28th session of the
World Heritage Committee held in China, in 2004, he worked with great zest for the conservation of cultural and
natural heritage both in China and abroad. That session, chaired by him and attended by representatives from more
than 100 countries and regions, has gone down in history as a landmark in world heritage conservation.

An exceptionally affable and modest man, Vice Minister Zhang has a charismatic personality that has won him
high prestige and extensive friendship in education, culture, sports, natural and cultural heritage and other international
fields of human endeavor. He is of the opinion that, with a key role to play in coping with the challenges of the
accelerating economic globalization and knowledge-based economy, education should further develop a global
orientation so as to promote global good-neighborliness, peace and development by bringing forth more students
who have global perspective and strong international communication abilities.

Vice Minister Zhang’s remarkable career includes two consecutive tenures from 1989 to 1997 as mayor of
Suzhou, a city known for its venerable cultural tradition. During that period, he advocated quicker and balanced
socioeconomic development, and he was also a staunch champion of traditional Chinese culture, bigger opening-up,
and the need to assimilate the fruits of all civilizations in the world. To achieve the catch-up and surpass objective and
sustainable integrating development in metropolitan Suzhou, the municipal government under his leadership initiated
and implemented the innovative strategic plan of “One Body, Two Wings” and “Spreading Along Four Lines”. The
former means keeping Suzhou’s old town intact while developing a hi-tech industrial zone to its west and the Suzhou
Industrial Park in cooperation with Singapore Government to its east. While the latter one “Spreading Along Four
Lines” means that in order to expand the scale of economy and elevate the added value of the industry, the cities of
Zhangjiagang, Changshu, Taicang, Kunshan, Wujiang and Wuxian in metropolitan Suzhou should restructure their
economies and upgrade their industries by taking their respective advantages of locations and contexts along the
Yangtze River, in close proximity to Shanghai, around the Taihu Lake and along the trunk Shanghai-Nanjing
Expressway. The strategy to realize this challenging plan is the “Growth Driven by Opening-up”. Today, the Suzhou
Industrial Park is hailed widely as a pacesetter for Sino-Singaporean cooperation. Under Mayor Zhang'’s leadership,
Suzhou finally found itself in the front ranks of cities nationwide in terms of economic prowess, the foreign direct
investment utilized and the total volume of imports and exports. Much to his credit, Suzhou today is a scene of peace,
congeniality, good job opportunities and contented life, and its perfect fusion of yesterday and today never fails to
fascinate visitors from around the world.

Dear Mr Chairman, the gentleman who is standing before us is a passionate son of his country and his people.
He is magnanimously visionary, open-minded, and cherishes sincere concerns for the world and profound thoughts
for diversity in human development. He has contributed enormously to the rule of law in education and international
exchanges and cooperation in China’s education, and is dedicated to the promotion of mutual understanding,
international exchanges and peaceful development. Now, Mr Chairman, may I present Vice Minister Zhang Xinsheng
to you for the award of the degree of Doctor of Laws honoris causa.
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