Chancellor, the Honourable TSANG Yam-kuen, Council Chairman, Dr the Honourable LEUNG
Chun-ying, President, Professor CHEN Kwan-yiu, graduates, Lingnanians, ladies and gentlemen:

The ceremony today marks the 35th Congregation of Lingnan University. First of all, |
would like to express my deep gratitude to the University for conferring upon me the degree of

Doctor of Laws honoris causa. It is my great honour and pleasure to become a member of the

big family of Lingnan University, a small yet elegant university with a long history and fine tradition.
| am proud to be given an opportunity to deliver an address on behalf of my fellow recipients of
honorary doctoral degrees today.

Being a pluralistic and open society, it is natural for Hong Kong to have different opinions.
Whether we will move in the direction of harmonious life and a better society will depend on what
we do to overcome differences and seek common ground.

The reunification of Hong Kong with its motherland and the implementation of the principles
of “one country, two systems” and “managing Hong Kong by Hong Kong people with high-degree
autonomy” are unprecedented undertakings in history. Hong Kong is different from what it was
in the past. It is natural for such changes to give rise to new issues, and inspire new ideas,
views and heated debates.

We know from the Law of Nature that only the fittest survives. To go along with Mother
Nature, we should put the relations between Nature and Man in proper perspective. Likewise,
living together in our society, we should handle our interpersonal relationship, individual-
community relationship and inter-community relationship in a proper manner. Disputes which
are irrational and tending to extremes, instead of facilitating problem-solving, will only sharpen
contradictions and polarize issues, and are therefore detrimental to the society of Hong Kong
and her relationship with the Central Government.

Therefore, it is imperative for Hong Kong people to move in the right direction and keep a
calm mind to make wise decisions and choices. We need a society which is harmonious, cohesive,
and conducive to consensus. While sticking to our principles, we should also be ready to concede
and compromise. We need to have more dialogues and positive interactions. And we can
strengthen our co-operation through mutual understanding and accommodation.

Mr Chancellor, | deeply believe that Hong Kong people, who have overcome so many
difficulties, setbacks, and adversities, have the experience and wisdom to rise to any challenges.
Inthe meantime, | am convinced that Hong Kong people are able to resolve the teething problems,

embrace an open attitude towards changes, seek common ground, and set aside differences.
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We can then build a pluralistic, accommodating, rational, sympathetic, and harmonious society

with mutual trust.

Regarding personal attitude toward life, | consider it important to be liberal and tolerant,
and to have an open mind to choose and adhere to what is good. It is said in the Analects, “Wei
Ling Gong™. “Don't do it to others what you would not like others to do to you.” By following the
aphorism, we can have valuable friendships, enjoy peace of mind, and perceive the essence of
a blissful life.

Take Hong Kong as an example. A great majority of the 7 million people in Hong Kong
were born and grew up here. They regard Hong Kong as their home. The family is the core of
one’s life. Family members should be mutually loving, supportive and accommodating, and
should be conscientious at all times.

| think it calls for unrelenting efforts on our part to cultivate our personality, enrich our
knowledge, set our goals, and vigorously strive for improvement throughout our lives. Do not be
discouraged by failure but learn from it. Bear in mind that committing an error is not something
unforgivable, but repeating one is. And never hit a man when he’s down; instead, give him
helping hands. Love the people and things around us. Brace ourselves by self-discipline and
brighten our souls with truthfulness, kind-heartedness, and virtue.

I would like to take this opportunity to echo the view that Lingnan University is a liberal arts
university with a distinctive objective of ushering in a new era of liberal arts education in Hong
Kong. The goal of the University is to nurture persons with high integrity, or, to be exact, whole
persons. To all graduates in this hall, | would say how | envy you the quality university education
you have received! You are the future pillars of our society. | deeply believe that, Lingnan
graduates, who have benefited from liberal arts education, will make outstanding contribution
towards building an even more harmonious and prosperous society in Hong Kong.

Last but not least, | wish all new graduates and the University every success in future

pursuits, and all of you good health and happy life. Thank you!
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