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Lord Oxburgh of Liverpool, whom we honour today, is no stranger to strenuous challenges. His
achievements are many. They are also remarkably varied. It is impressive, but not unprecedented,
for someone to excel in science, or in academic administration, or in business management. But it
is highly unusual for someone to excel in all three, as Lord Oxburgh has done. His many gifts are
matched only by his formidable energy.

Born in Liverpool, England, in 1934, Ernest Ronald Oxburgh experienced as a young man
the destruction of war at first hand. Liverpool was one of the cities devastated by German bombing.
Unlike many British children who were evacuated from war torn cities, young Ronald stayed with
his family. His own grandfather’s printing works was reduced to rubble after one air raid. With peace
restored, Lord Oxburgh began his adult academic career by reading Classics (Latin and Greek)
at the University of Oxford, before switching to Geology which he pursued further at Princeton
University in the United States. At Princeton, Lord Oxburgh received his PhD; it was there that he
married his fiancée, Ursula. The couple then returned to Oxford where they raised their three children
(two daughters and a son), and where Lord Oxburgh spent the next 18 years teaching Geology and
Geophysics. His academic career spans appointments at Cambridge, Cornell, Stanford and the
California Institute of Technology. Lord Oxburgh is especially interested in the thermal behaviour of
the Earth’s crust; recently he has turned his attention to energy consumption and climate change.
And in tandem with his research, Lord Oxburgh has played a significant role as an administrator.
During the 1980s he was Head of the Department of Earth Sciences and President of Queen’s
College Cambridge; from 1993 until 2001, he was Rector of Imperial College.

University positions, as academic and administrator, have not stopped Lord Oxburgh from
making major contributions to government and business. From 1987-1993, he was Chief Scientific
Adviser to the Ministry of Defence, while in 2004, as Chairman of Shell, Lord Oxburgh oversaw its
unification with Royal Dutch to form a single company. The job completed, he then stepped down
from the Chairmanship. A strong advocate of tax policies and tougher laws aimed at the reduction
of CO, emissions, Lord Oxburgh helped initiate Shell's ongoing strategy of expanding its expertise
into such environmentally-friendly technologies as wave and tidal power.

His love of nature is by no means purely academic, however. When Lord Oxburgh fihds time
to relax, he enjoys nothing more than mountaineering. He has climbed in Scotland, the Alps and
the Andes — and also traversed the peaks and ridge walks of Hong Kong Island and the New
Territories! And Lord Oxburgh has another Hong Kong connection too, serving as a University
Grants Committee member for most of the 1990s. Indeed, it was as a UGC panel chair, that
he first came to Lingnan University in 2002. He now advises the Government of Singapore on
research in the field of energy and the environment, and is also an adviser to Climate Change
Capital, Low Carbon Initiative, and Chairman elect of D1 Oils. It is less well known that Lord
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Oxburgh is keenly involved in charity work. He chaired the Science, Engineering, Technology and
Mathematics Network, an organization aimed at promoting these subjects among young people.

Many honours attest to Lord Oxburgh’s reputation as a scientist:

» He is a Fellow of the Royal Society, and a Fellow of the Royal Academy of Engineering and
the US Academy of Sciences.

+ He is an Honorary Professor at the University of Cambridge.

* He is Chairman of the Board of Trustees for the Natural History Museum, London

* In the 1999 Queen’s Birthday Honours List, his services to science were recognized when
he was made a life peer and took the title Lord Oxburgh of Liverpool in the county of
Merseyside.

« In that capacity, he chaired the House of Lords’ Select Committee on Science and
Technology.

The great German sociologist, Max Weber, once wrote: “To be overtaken in science is not only
the fate of every one of us, but also our common goal. We cannot work without hoping that others
will get further than we do. Such progress is in principle infinite, and here we come to the problem of
the meaning of science. For it is simply not self-evident that something which is subject to such a law
of progress is in itself meaningful and rational. Why should one do something which in reality never
comes to an end and never can?” Weber, writing at the end of the First World War, championed
science against its romantic detractors who craved “experience” more than knowledge or wisdom.
But what is the answer to the question he posed? What is the meaning of an activity that has no
end? We find at least a partial answer in the man we celebrate today. Lord Oxburgh lives his life not
only as a scientist but as someone for whom science is a form of service to the wider community. He
uses the rigour of his scientific training to enhance standards, bridge academic divides, and raise
awareness of vital issues of public concern - such as global warming and the dangers posed by
nuclear weapons. His is an example truly worth emulating.

Lord Oxburgh is, of course, a native of the city of Liverpool. Fans of Liverpool Football Club will
remember, and doubtless have sung, the famous anthem which culminates in the lines “You'll never
walk alone”. Lingnan's university anthem is not as catchy, Lord Oxburgh, as the one that enthuses
the crowds at Liverpool’s football stadium. Still, take home with you the message that you will always
be an honoured guest here - and that, should we be lucky enough to spot you on our campus, you'll
never walk alone,

Mr Chairman, it gives me great pleasure to ask you to confer on Lord Oxburgh the degree of
Doctor of Laws, honoris causa.
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