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The distinguished career life of Professor Stephen Lewis Jr spans over three
important areas. First and foremost, as a practitioner, administrator and promoter of liberal
arts education, he had served as Provost of Williams College and President of Carleton
College in the United States. He holds deeply a view that culture is essential to the
success of an institution and helps Carleton to consolidate its position as one of the
leading providers of liberal arts education in the United States. Second, as an academic,
he had taught economics at Stanford University, Harvard University, University of Nairobi
and Williams College, where he held the Herbert M Lehman Professorship. He also served
on the editorial board of the Journal of Economic Literature in the 1980's. Third, as a
consultant and advisor for many government and private organizations, he had served as
advisor to the governments of Pakistan, Kenya and Botswana, and was awarded the
Presidential Order of Meritorious Service by the Botswana Government in 1983. He is a
member of the Council on Foreign Relations, a trustee of the Carnegie Endowment for the
International Peace, a director of the Minnesota Humanities Center, and a consultant to
the Presidential Practice, an organization that provides counsel to newly elected
college presidents.

Professor Lewis graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Williams College in 1960 and
received his doctorate in economics from Stanford University in 1963. Unlike many of his
contemporary graduates in economics, he chose to practice economics in developing
countries. From 1963 to 1965, he headed a research section on fiscal policy while serving
as Research Advisor to the Pakistan Institute of Development Economics. He then served
as an Economic Advisor to the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development of the
Government of Kenya from 1971 to 1973. Perhaps the longest and also the most influential
economic advisory role played by him was for the Botswana government. He served as
Economic Consultant to the Ministry of Finance and Development Planning on a resident
basis from 1977 to 1978 and 1980 to 1982, on short-term assignments each year from
1975 to 1988, and occasionally since then. The rich first-hand experiences he has
accumulated during his advisory and consultant work resulted in several influential books
and numerous academic papers on development economics, and has made him a
renowned development economist in the world.

Professor Lewis started his academic career at Stanford and then Harvard.
He joined the faculty of Williams College, his alma mater, in 1966 owing to his deep
passion for liberal arts education. It was from there he started his life career in advancing
the liberal arts education. He was executive secretary to the committee that recommended
Williams become coeducational, and served as Provost of the College from 1968 to 1971
and 1973 to 1977. From 1984 to 1986 he chaired the Economics Department and the
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College's Advisory Committee on Shareholder Responsibility. He taught regularly in the
College's Center for Development Economics, which offered a Master of Arts in
Development Economics. Among his students were the former Prime Minister of
Singapore, Goh Chok Tong, the current Chief Caretaker Advisor of the government of
Bangladesh, Fakhruddin Ahmed, and a number of individuals who have served as
Ministers, top civil servants, or heads of central banks of countries in Asia and Africa.

He served as president of Carleton College from 1987 to 2002. His achievements
there are remarkable. During that time, Carleton substantially expanded its international
programs, its international student body, the proportion of US minority students, and its
applicant pool for admissions. It also diversified its faculty and staff (in gender, nationality
and race); reformed its governance system; adopted new procedures for faculty personnel
decisions; increased support for faculty development; improved the quality and quantity of
student services; substantially increased alumni financial and volunteer support of the
College; constructed major new facilities to support both academic programs and student
life; and more than tripled its net worth, all of which are rooted in his belief that culture is a
very important aspect of why some institutions succeed and why others fall. While at
Carleton, Lewis was also twice on the Board of the Consortium on Financing of Higher
Education, and served once as chair; he also chaired the boards of the Associated
Colleges of the Midwest and the Minnesota Private College Council. From 2000 to 2002,
he wrote a series of memoranda to other presidents of liberal arts colleges suggesting
fundamental reforms of the way Division 1ll athletics is organized. He played a pivotal role
in the signing up of the international exchange agreement between Carleton and Lingnan.
It is, as ever, the breadth and commitment which he brings to his interests and
responsibilities which attracts our attention.

Professor Lewis has received numerous awards and honors. In 1971 he was listed in
Outstanding Young Men of America, and in 1993 he was named a Distinguished Eagle
Scout by the Boy Scouts of America. Williams College awarded him its Bicentennial Medal
for achievement in 2007. He was elected a Trustee of the William Mitchell College of Law
in St. Paul, Minnesota, in 2007. He has received honorary degrees from Williams,
Doshisha University in Kyoto, Japan, Macalester College, and Carleton.

Professor Lewis' career life very much reminds me the motto of Lingnan University :
Education for Service. The conferment of this honorary degree to him can set yet another
good example for all the Lingnanians to follow. Mr Chancelior, may | now present
Professor Stephen R Lewis Jr to you for the award of the degree of Doctor of Social
Sciences honoris causa.
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