Sir Gordon Wu Ying-ShVe‘ung

Doctor of Laws honoris causa
. Address

Chancellor, The Honorable Tsang Yam-kuen, Council Chairman, Dr The Honorable
Leung Chun-ying, President, Professor Chan Yuk-shee, graduates and guests:

| am most honoured to receive the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws today.
It has been almost 120 years since Lingnan was founded in GUangzhou in 1888.
The University took up operation in Hong Kong in 1967, and this year marks its
40th anniversary of its presence in the territory. | am most honoured to have the
opportunity to join the big family of Lingnan on this occasion and deliver an

address on behalf of my fellow recipients of honorary doctoral degrees.

This year's congregation is particularly meaningful, as it is held together with
the installation ceremony of the President. The contributions of the past Lingnan
presidents are obvious to see. | am sure President Chan Yuk-shee will be able to
extend the spirit of liberal arts education. It is a great honour for us to be present

at his installation ceremony.

I have a lot of appreciation for Lingnan’s positioning as a liberal arts institution
with Hong Kong characteristics. It is small and yet an outstanding college, with a
high student residential rate, which is necessary for the purpose of liberal arts
education. With long years of business experience, it is very clear to me the
changes in the types of talents required by society today. It is not enough for staff
to have adequate professional knowledge. What is also very important are personal
qualities. | strongly believe that due to Lingnan’s student-oriented approach and its
heavy emphasis on students' whole person development, it produces graduates

with independent thinking skills who can cope with the various challenges in our society.

My parents had far-reaching impact on me. | remember my mother once said
to me: "You must not return home a failed person.” This has become my motto.
Therefore | have faced up to each and every obstacle, trying my utmost to
complete each project and resolve every single problem. In 1979, | started planning
for the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Zhuhai highway. The project was forced to halt at
various stages due to different obstacles, yet | adhered to my vision and waited for
the right time to proceed again. The ultimate completion of this major project was a
major contribution of mine to society in my professional life. Besides, the Shajiao
B,C Power Stations in Guangdong was another project of mine that greatly helped
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resolve the energy shortage problem in Guangdong province. From a university
that provides the greatest value-addedness for its students, | am sure Lingnan
graduates will be highly sought after by Hong Kong's employers.

Being an alumnus of Princeton University, | love my alma mater a lot. | also embrace
both the strong value put on education by people in the East and the Western ideal of "love
one another”. | was one of the only five Asian students at Princeton when | was studying
there. To show my gratitude for my alma mater and to benefit future students, | had made
donations to Princeton. Now as all universities in Hong Kong move towards
internationalization, seeking to recruit more non-local students to promote cultural
exchanges on campus, | have also donated to local institutions including, of course,
Lingnan. | hope that my donations can allow Asian students to further their study at different
parts of the world and broaden their horizons. Now, Lingnan has become my alma mater as
with all of you. In future you can express your gratitude to your alma mater by various
means, or even bring the biggest gift to Lingnan by making huge achievements

in your future career.

Finally, once again on behalf of all the recipients of the honorary doctoral degrees,
let me express my heartfelt thanks to Lingnan and wish all of the graduates every success
in your future endeavours. May you all glow and shine in our society, as in the case of the

Shajiao B Power Station in Guangdong. Thank you.
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