This year, Lingnan University celebrates its 120" birthday. So it is especially
appropriate that we also celebrate, today, the achievements of an intellectual and
administrator who has Lingnan in her blood. It is not just that Dr Shirley Mow is Chair of
the Board of Trustees of the Lingnan Foundation, an American philanthropy that
originated in the establishment in 1893 (some say 1888) of Canton Christian College,
later Lingnan University in Guangzhou, China. ltis also that she follows in the footsteps
of her father, the esteemed Allan Lau (Lau Hin Sheung, Class of 1933, Lingnan College,
Canton). It was Allan Lau who, in the 1970s, was pivotal in securing a US AID grant to
build an auditorium for Lingnan College on Stubbs Road. When funds ran short, Mr Lau,
Mr Wai Kee Kau and other devoted alumni worked tirelessly to raise the money
necessary to finish the building’s construction. Their efforts succeeded.

Thirty years later, Mr Lau’s daughter, Shirley, picks up where her father left off,
“building” not a physical auditorium but constructing another kind of space in which
students can thrive. In her capacity as Chair of the Lingnan Foundation's Board of
Trustees, Dr Mow continues the mission of advancing higher education in the "Lingnan
region” of South China (including Hong Kong) and widening the horizons of Chinese
and Americans. The Lingnan Foundation has provided grants to our University for the
purchase of equipment and library holdings. It has facilitated the development of the
Centre for Asian Pacific Studies and the establishment of the Centre for Modern
Literature in Chinese. It has furnished teacher scholarships (LIFTS), postgraduate
student conference travel scholarships, and supported the Visiting Tutor Scheme.
Finally, the Lingnan Foundation has been instrumental in advancing student
international exchange and, more recently, promoting the Service-Learning Centre and
the writer-in-residence programmes. This is a formidable contribution. And, fittingly, the
Chair of the Foundation’s Board of Trustees is a formidable individual in her own right.

How do we know the essence or core of another person? How do we know
ourselves? One answer was provided by the nineteenth-century American writer Ralph
Waldo Emerson (1803-1882), who famously observed that a “man is what he thinks
about all day long.” There is cogency in that. ldentify what preoccupies an individual,
day in and day out, and you have a clear indication of what is most important to him or
her. Even so, | find more persuasive the measure suggested by an English poet
Alexander Pope (1688-1744). If you wish to understand someone, he remarked, if you
really wish to see what animates and drives them, search for the “ruling passion”. This
is how he satirically put it:



— Dr Shirley LauMow -~~~
-~ —Doctor of Social Sciences honoris causa |

Search, then, the Ruling Passion: There alone,
The Wild are constant, and the Cunning Known;
The Fool consistent, and the False sincere;
Priests, Princes, Women, no dissemblers here.
( Moral Essays, Epistle 1)

Dr Mow’s ruling passion is service: service to women in particular and service to
students in general. Her commitment to women is evident in a range of posts and
accomplishments. Dr Mow is Director of the National Science Foundation’s Women
Writing Science Project. She is the co-editor of Holding Up Half the Sky: Chinese
Women Past, Present and Future (published by the Feminist Press, CUNY). Her
commitment to students — of both genders — is also conspicuous. Until 2002, Dr Mow
was Director of the School University Partnership at the University of California, Santa
Cruz, a partnership between UCSC and middle and high schools in five counties in the
Bay area. Before that she was Executive Director of the Westchester Education
Coalition, a collaboration involving multiple school districts, colleges, universities — and
Fortune 500 companies in Westchester, New York. Dr Mow has also served as
Associate Dean of University College (Pace University). And at Hunter College, New
York, she was Executive Assistant to the President. In 2008, she entered the Hunter
College Hall of Fame.

And then there is Dr Mow’s Chinese connection which, in the context of Lingnan
University’s own internationalization endeavours, has a particular resonance. As
previously mentioned, Dr Mow has for many years sought energetically to expand
educational exchange between the U.S. and China and, with it, opportunities for
students to understand widely different cultures. Again, one witnesses a personal
connection: Dr Mow’s paternal grandfather immigrated into the U.S. in the late 1890s: |
am told that his portrait still hangs on the wall of a dwelling in Taishan where he lived. Dr
Mow is also a champion of ethnic minorities in China, as witnessed by her visit in 2004
to remote villages in Yunnan, where she spent several weeks in the remote villages of
Yunnan interviewing ethnic minority women for a book project.

Universities are places of learning. They are sites of intellectual and emotional
discovery. They are also places where, if we are fortunate, we come across exemplary
models of pedagogy, administration and service. Dr Shirley Mow combines all three
models. That is why we are honoured to welcome her on this occasion to Lingnan
University today.
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