The Hon Andrew Li Kwok-nang CBE, GBM, JP
DOCTOR OF LAWS honoris causa

Citation

Born in Hong Kong in 1948, Mr Andrew Li Kwok-nang received his early education at St.
Paul’s Co-educational College Primary School and St. Paul’s Co-educational College, and
finished his secondary schooling in England. He then entered the University of Cambridge and
earned an MA and LLM. Called to the Bar in England in 1970, he became a barrister in Hong
Kong in 1973, and was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1988. In the course of his career, Mr Li has
been appointed a Deputy Judge of the District Court of Hong Kong, Deputy High Court Judge,
Deputy Chairman of the Inland Revenue Board of Review, member of the Executive Council,
steward of the Hong Kong Jockey Club and Chairman of the Land Development Corporation. He
was also a member of the Law Reform Commission, Securities & Futures Commission, the
Standing Committee on Company Law Reform, the Banking Advisory Committee and the
Judicial Service Commission.

In the education field, Mr Li has served as Chairman of the University & Polytechnics
Grants Committee, a member of the Board of Governors of Lingnan College, a member of the
Council of The University of Hong Kong, and Vice-Chairman of the Council of the Hong Kong
University of Science & Technology. He is currently Vice-Chairman of the School Council of St.
Paul’s Co-educational College, a trustee of the Friends of Tsinghua University Law School
Charitable Trust and a visiting professor at Tsinghua University’s Law School, Honorary
Professor of Faculty of Law of The University of Hong Kong and Honorary Professor of Law of
The Chinese University of Hong Kong.

On July 1, 1997, the Court of Final Appeal (CFA) was established in place of the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council, serving as the highest judicial authority in Hong Kong. Mr Li
became the first Chief Justice of the CFA, the most senior judge in the Hong Kong judiciary
appointed by the Chief Executive of the HKSAR, based on the recommendation of an
independent statutory Judicial Officers Recommendation Commission. It has been more than 13
years since the transfer of Hong Kong’s sovereignty back to the People’s Republic of China, and
the original legal system, rule of law, human rights and judicial independence in Hong Kong have
been fully protected and implemented. It is difficult to describe Mr Li’s contribution in writing.

The mission of the Hong Kong Judiciary is to maintain the independence and highest
professional standards of the judicial system, in order to maintain the rule of law, protect
individual rights and freedoms, and earn the trust of people in the judicial system of Hong Kong,
locally, nationally and internationally. Under the effective leadership of Chief Justice Li, our
Courts have successfully implemented the objectives and carried out the functions of the
Judiciary, fully reflecting its guarantee of judicial independence. Chief Justice Li believes that
Hong Kong should insist on judicial independence, so that people’s rights and freedoms can be
protected. In his speech at the ceremonial opening of the 2010 legal year, he pointed out that “The



Hong Kong's system involves checks and balances between the Executive, the Legislature and the
Judiciary. The independent Judiciary has a vital constitutional role to ensure that the acts of the
Executive and the Legislature comply fully with the Basic Law and the law, and that our
fundamental rights and freedoms, which are at the heart of Hong Kong's system, are fully
safeguarded.” He also stated, “Judges simply administer justice without fear or bias. So where the
Executive or the Legislature is successful in a case, this is not the result of the court seeking to
favour them. Equally, where a judgment goes against the Executive or the Legislature, the court is
not seeking to confront them. In either case, the court is simply discharging its constitutional duty
of adjudicating a dispute fairly and impartially.” During his tenure, Chief Justice Li has promoted
“civil justice reform”, including recommendations for the settling of disputes by mediation,
strengthening assistance for unrepresented litigants, and the use of Chinese in courts. He has also
successfully invited many judicial talents to become judges.

Mr Li was awarded the Grand Bauhinia Medal by the HKSAR Government in 2008 in
recognition of his distinguished contributions to Hong Kong society. Mr Chairman, may | now
present Mr Andrew Li Kwok-nang to you for the conferment of the degree of Doctor of Laws
honoris causa.

Written and delivered by Mr Clement Shum Chun-yau
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