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Born in 1951 in Bobo Dioulasso (Upper Volta, now Burkina Faso), Mr Gaston Kaboré is one
of Africa’s most important film directors, educators, and institution builders. Mr Kaboré holds a BA
and a DEA (currently known as Master of Advanced Studies) in history from Sorbonne University
in Paris. Having come to see cinema as a powerful tool for fostering cultural understanding and
awareness, Mr Kaboré entered the prestigious College of Cinematography (Ecole Supérieure
d’Etudes Cinématographiques) in Paris in 1974, obtaining a diploma in “mise en scéne: cinéma”
two years later. This work with film became the beginning of a life-long project to explore, retrieve,
clarify and share African culture through moving images. Mr Kaboré’s films have won awards at
such prestigious festivals as The Panafrican Film and Television Festival of OQuagadougou, The
Carthage Film Festival and The Locarno Film Festival, and he himself has served on juries at such
A-list festivals as The Cannes International Film Festival, The Venice Film Festival, The Locarno Film
Festival, International Film Festival Rotterdam, and The Berlin International Film Festival.

Mr Kaboré’s many contributions to film art, culture, and education have been acknowledged
on several continents. For example, in 2011 the French Ministry of Culture made him an Officer of
the National Order of the Legion of Honour at a ceremony in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. In 2012,
Mr Kaboré was awarded an honorary degree of Doctor of Laws by Concordia University in Montreal.

In the mid-‘70s, following the completion of his studies in Paris, Mr Kaboré returned to
Burkina Faso, where he took on crucial positions and responsibilities. From 1977 to 1981 he served
as technical adviser in charge of all matters relating to film, within the framework of the Ministry
of Information and Culture. From 1977 to 1988 he assumed the directorship of Burkina Faso’s
National Cinematographic Centre, while teaching at the African Institute of Cinema of the University
of OQuagadougou (from 1977 to 1986). During this same period Mr Kaboré played a crucial role
in the development of film policy, as a member of the Expert Committee charged with setting up
the Interafrican Cinematographic Distribution Consortium and the Interafrican Film Production
Centre. He was a key figure in the development of the Panafrican Cinema and Television Film
Festival in Ouagadougou, Africa’s most important cultural festival and a unique event for cinephiles,
filmmakers, film distributors, and film producers from all around the world. Mr Kaboré presided
over the Panafrican Federation of Flmmakers from 1985 to 1997, and in 1991 he established the
first bilingual quarterly magazine dedicated to African cinema (Ecrans d’Afrique/African Screens),
overseeing its work throughout the ‘90s.

Mr Kaboré has worked tirelessly to educate the next generation of African filmmakers. With
the support of his wife, pharmacist and businesswoman Edith Ouédraogo, he established a truly
visionary alternative film school in OQuagadougou in 2003. A vital site for film training, the film
school IMAGINE also mounts exhibitions devoted to African visual arts, performances by African
dancers and musicians, and academic conferences focusing on film and human rights, on Africa’s
contributions to world culture, and on film education, among many other topics.

As a flmmaker, Mr Kaboré has contributed award-winning films to our international cultural
heritage, as well as a powerful vision of film’s place within society, as a vehicle for cultural memory
and cross-cultural understanding. His vision is one that contrasts starkly with that of industries
promoting a conception of fim as a mere commercial product and means of entertainment. Mr



Kaboré’s first films were documentaries, including, for example, works exploring the use of new
energy sources in rural environments and dealing with issues of deforestation. His first feature was
Wend Kuuni (1982), widely regarded as a classic of African cinema. Mr Kaboré is committed to
exploring the continuities between oral storytelling and cinematic storytelling, and this is reflected
in all of his films, including Wend Kuuni. Mr Kaboré’s second feature, Zan Boko (1988), focuses on
social issues related to corruption and the expropriation of land, as well as the ever-present tensions
between modernity and tradition in an African context. Another feature film of his, Buud Yam
(1997), builds on the story and characters from Wend Kuuni. In the years between these feature
films, Mr Kaboré devoted his energies to documentary films, portraying society and asking probing
questions about crucial social, political, and cultural changes. He contributed, for example, to the

BBC’s Developing Stories series about environmental issues in the developing world, and to South
Magazine, a series produced by Channel 4 in the UK.

Mr Chairman, for his outstanding contributions to film culture, policy development, institution
building, education, and cultural and intercultural understanding, may | now present Mr Gaston
Kaboré to you for conferment of the degree of Doctor of Humanities honoris causa.

English citation written and delivered by Professor Mette Hjort
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