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Address by
Dr Lily Chiang

Deputy Chairman, President, Honorary Fellows, guests, Lingnanians and students,

It is my great honour today to have received the Honorary Fellowship together with Mr Michael
Hui Koon-man, Ms Sophia Kao Ching-chi and Dr Ng Tat-lun. I am also proud to have an
opportunity to address the audience on behalf of this year’s Honorary Fellows.

Liberal Arts Education is the mission of Lingnan University. It emphasizes whole-person
education and nurtures students to think and judge independently, act responsibly, care about people
and things around them, and be considerate with others. I totally agree with these values. They
are of paramount importance in this ever-changing society as we are playing different roles as a

member of our family and in our workplace.

With regard to “think and judge independently”, Confucius expressed himself with these words :
“so diligent and occupied am I in learning as to forget meals, and so great a rejoicing have I attained
in it as to forget all worries and sorrows. In such a mood, I even forget I am getting old.” I would
like to share with you Confucius’s spirit of accomplishment and self devotion. ~Confucius also said
“Learning without satiety” twice. These are the words of a wise man and represent the learning
attitude that we should have. To equip ourselves, we have to treasure every opportunity to learn

new knowledge. To enrich ourselves, we should appreciate and learn from other people’s merits.

In terms of “act responsibly”, Zengzi said, “an educated gentleman cannot but be resolute and
broad-minded, for he has taken up a responsibility so heavy and a course so long. If it is not a
responsibility so heavy, who will practice benevolence? If it is not a course so long, who will stop
till his death?” The word “benevolence” in Chinese is made up of two single characters: “two”
and “people”. “Two people” can form a society. We should take up social responsibility and
nurture an individual’s sense of morality and ethics to achieve benevolence. As a Lingnanian, I
believe we all care about matters around our family, our country and the world. What Confucius

and Zengzi said are fully compatible with the liberal arts ethos of Lingnan University.

The core of one’s life is the family. A family is also the basic component of society and the
country. Happiness is originated from a good family life that cannot be valued in monetary term.
Therefore, everybody should devote himself/herself to his/her family life. Everybody should care
about his/her family members and help one another in harmony. This ultimately forms the

foundation of a harmonious society.
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Today, we are in an era of information explosion. Information technology not only enhances a
person’s efficiency, but also boosts the productivity of the society as a whole. This however
reduces person-to-person communication and interaction. As a result, we no longer care about
people and things around us as we used to be. We should use information technology to enhance
inter-personal communication and strengthen interaction among people. Meanwhile, we are also
fortunate enough to live in an affluent society. As most of us have enjoyed a stable and secure
living, we should make it our aim to take up social responsibility, improve the quality of life and

preserve the environment so as to build a harmonious society.

“There is nothing we can’t do unless we don’t want to do it”.  As long as we are willing to take up
responsibility, and care, communicate and understand proactively, everything can be done. I
myself and other Honorary Fellows have excelled in our respective professions and have our own
careers. We owe the society for providing us this opportunity. The title of Honorary Fellowship
today not only recognizes our achievements, but also drives us to move forward. We are
whole-heartedly committed to taking up more social responsibilities with enthusiasm, and “striking
to do better for what we want to do”,

Last but not least, Mr Michael HUI Koon-man, Ms Sophia KAO Ching-chi, Dr NG Tat-lun and

myself are certainly proud of becoming Lingnanians today. We would like to thank Lingnan
University for conferring upon us this great honour. Thank you!
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