Course Title : Buddhism and Chinese Literature

R SR P

Course Code : CHI4345

Year of Study :  Second to Fourth

No. of Credits/Term : 3

Mode of Tuition :  Lecture and tutorial

Teaching Hours 2 hours lecture per week
1 hour tutorial per week

Category in Major Programme :  Elective

Prerequisite : Nil

Brief Course Description:

This course introduces students to the basic tenets of Buddhism. The course will
discuss the special features of Buddhism as a religion, as well as its influence on
Chinese literature.

Aims:

This course introduces students to some basic concepts in Buddhism, to the historical
development of Buddhism in China, and to its influence on Chinese literature and
literary criticism.

Learning Outcomes:
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1.

gain have demonstrated knowledge of the influence of Buddhism in Chinese
literature;

read a broad range of Buddhist texts along with literary works;

engage a meaningful dialogue between religion and literature as to demonstrate
their understanding of both;

demonstrate their critical thinking ability.

Indicative Content:

1.
2.

Origins of Buddhism and its transmission to the East {#Z 7 #E,J5 kr H B {H
Development of Chinese Buddhism from the Six Dynasties to the Sui-Tang

period FNEHEIFSREH 44/

Buddhism and Tang bianwen FE{{{a8 8

Buddhist stories and themes in Chinese fiction and drama
el SR B ] NSRS < R NS

Chan Buddhism in the Tang-Song period fF - KAV 5=
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6. Chan Poetry and Criticism fH#zg Bz

7.  Selected Readings of Buddhist texts: Diamond Sutra and Vimalakirti Sutra
(s ) ke (HERERSAE) BEE

8. Selected Readings in Monk Zhao's Treatises and the Platform Sutra
(EEim) & (NHHIEZL) #Z23E

Teaching Method:
2 hours of lecture and 1 hour of tutorial per week. Students will do the analysis and
discussion of assigned topics in tutorials.

Measurement of Learning Outcomes:

1. Grading is by continuous assessment (40%, including essay-writing and tutorial
performance) and examination (60%).

2. Tutorial presentation (10%): Students are required to have completed all assigned
readings before coming to class. They will be invited to answer questions and give
comments in tutorials. (LO1,L0O2,LO3,L04)

3. Tutorial essay-writing (30%): Students are asked to make formal presentations
during the tutorial sessions and hand in their tutorial papers based on their
presentations. (LO1,LO2,LO3,L04)

4. Examination (LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4)

Assessment:
Examination: 60% (one 2-hour paper)
Continuous assessment: 40%
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Important Notes:

(1) Students are expected to spend a total of 9 hours (i.e. 3 hours of class contact and
6 hours of personal study) per week to achieve the course learning outcomes.

(2) Students shall be aware of the University regulations about dishonest practice in
course work, tests and examinations, and the possible consequences as stipulated in

the Regulations Governing University Examinations. In particular, plagiarism, being a
kind of dishonest practice, is “the presentation of another person’s work without
proper acknowledgement of the source, including exact phrases, or summarised ideas,
or even footnotes/citations, whether protected by copyright or not, as the student’s
own work”. Students are required to strictly follow university regulations governing
academic integrity and honesty.

(3) Students are required to submit writing assignment(s) using Turnitin.

(4) To enhance students’ understanding of plagiarism, a mini-course “Online Tutorial
on Plagiarism Awareness” is available on https://pla.In.edu.hk/.



https://pla.ln.edu.hk/

